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January 21 ,1941,

Dear laei and Loli, .
disregarding yvour reluctance to read English novels

I have to use H,B.i,° language not only to pblige the British censor,but not
being the happy owner of a Hungarian typing machine the wvibration of New York
1ife does not allow for sufficient leisure to put the missing aceents on & Hun-
garian letter,By analysing, as it appears from your letter,that strange predi-
lection for the literature of a semi-Asiatic tribe which after so many centuries
remained maladjusted to Western civilisation there is some hope for eliminating
a2 personally unwarranted culture conflict . My faith in British vietory being as
it always was unshakable I trust we shall discuss this problem on the Oxford
High Street where in the shadow of iaudlin College a mm@diiw maudlin mood may
easier prevail, Or is it not possible that now after the U,S, have unblocked

the Hungarian immigration guota you are going to pay =X a visitc to these hospi-

=—table shores 9

What I am doing is sooner told than done,Almost two years I spent
on the study of the American criminological .iiterature of the last twenly years
and on writing a book myself,The book is ready,but publishers are not always
re=dy to pursue their vocetion and publish a Synthesis of Huropesn and American
Criminclogy which not being a penny dreadful (or as the Americans say a dime
novek) has little hope to become a hest seller,Hovever,it may he possible that
my literary agent still dieovers a publisher whose hobby is to print unprofi-
table books,urthermore I contribute to The Nation mostly book reviews and edi-
torialg or to the N,Y,Times which as irs,Jaszi(Recha) the other %y w:ote has a
ghastly resemblance with the defunct Neue Freie Presse,

Some weeks I had to waste on our immigration and your information
that my son i@ still in Havasna was correct in spite of the efforts Columbia Uni-
versity made to get him back,Not even the Presidents Advisory Committee acting on

hehalf of Roosevelt himself was suecessful in counteracting the malevolence of a



S

silly petty offiecial who took revenge on him because I got his decision re-

versed, Now,of course,he will get a quota visa and will be in FNew Vork within
1-2 weeks.,He is not to be pitied anyway as Havana is a heavenly city with an
admirable vista and delizghtrul old Spahish architecture,Zvervthing is extreme-
ly cheap and vultures rlying over the island supplement the deficiencies of the
sanitary service,In August and September it was hot enocugh,never bhelow 80 F,,
but now the nights are cool and there is always a breeze,

And. now I am coming to brass tacks this means busines:,Thus far I did-
not practice law,but had only the pleasure to be heard as an expert witness on
Hungarian authorship rules in a funny case,A Tellow y Stephen Tamas (mey be
you know him ,I did not) had sued the Fox-Century f£ilm co, in Budapest for

v8ing a story of his,"The Stowavay" in a Shirley Temple film,The Hungarian Court
dismissed his eclsim and now he found san enterprising attorney in New York who
brousght a lawsuit azainst the Fox-Century,because the same story appeared not
only in the Szinhazi Elet but in the Szabaikai Naplo too where it was supposed-
ly copyrighted.Xke Most amising was the depcsition of Mr,Incze whom counsel as-
ked what he had paid for the story the author of which is elaiming now 10,000
dollars,Incze little embarrassed ﬂa%gmfl paid him 50 pengoes,I really do not

dlﬁ not give him more"
know why I HE¥&EXH REHSFESBE was even more embarrassed when defendants coun-

sel asked him wether , as a rule,he used to pay higher fees,

Although I spxmwk:mEREYIX pave no authority to act as an attorney I
shall certainly not fail to protect your or rather poor Remenjik’s interests,
¥r. Jeszenszky I saw last in February 1918 in the waiting room of the Prime li-
nisters office, From your friend Goendoer whose home grown ignorance luxuri-

ously thrives in the fertile American soil I learned that he is the husband or
the bully of a rich American woman,In view of his deplorable moral standard I

dont think a friendly letter in which I asked him to repay Remenyik the support
1

" he got from you would prove of any use,If you coud name any definite sum mf which

you  are supposed Lo have given him asz a loan I should be only too glad to

‘ask one of my American lawyer friends to send him a notice of monition. By the

way Goendoer asked me to send you his sincere apologies and his best love,In ha
menn

¥
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! his hospitable house I had the doubtful privilege to mest some representatives
of that South-East European scum which used to Eimim be called "liberal" jour=-
| nallsm and is soliciting Roosevelt’s support for the restoration of St Stephen’s
j realm , They still do not believe in what the iagyar poet visioned: "In your
i past there is no joy,in your future there is no hope".
But coming back to brass tacks I have to inform you about what I know of
Lengyels, lastu year they were in New York or rather most part of the year Lidi
and her daughter wa&= living in a faily expensive hotel,lenyus himgelf was 1in
Hollywood his family following him in lay,They were living on the money which
Menyus received for Ninotehka some years ago.,Whether he haé a ﬁermanent job now
orwhat money he makes I could not tell you.,For Christmas Lidi sent us a box of
} fresh Calif'ofnian dates.But dates although delicicus are not expensive in Holly-
| wood.I am convinced he will not take it amiss if I remind him of his obligation
' and this I certainly shall do asking him to send his answer directlr o you.
i He impressed me as a good-natured silent and timid man who has various sof't
F'§§5557ﬁffﬁérﬁbﬁfﬁ;ﬂé is certainly Iess ignorant than I thought, — ——
| Poor Remenyik I have not seen since his yearbock appeared, I presume he '
has sent you a copy.I call him "poor" necause he mistakes Ameri&a for Kiskun-
halas and ignores the conspicuous fact that the Magyars in this country are still
far below the intellectual standard of that famous ciyy.Revisionist propaganda
' on which the Hungarian CGovt spent a lot of money in these last twenty years did
its best to lower this standard in a way that the interest of your countrymen
| centers exclusively on food,drink and eh movies.The younger generation took &as a
‘mental recreation uvo baseball,Remenyik and his kind are no good in this country,

I was much amised by your suggestion to recommend him through Dorothy a suitable
literary ‘azency.It would be easier to do it through Hleanor Roosevellt or lady
Halifax,0r what s2bout you asking Her liajesty Queen liary ? Dorothy is ,no doubt,
the busiest woman in the U,S. and it is éasier to get an audience from Her Bri-

tish lajesty than from the uncrowned Empress of America,Since we are here we saw

her oniy two or three times having been invited once at her home and on an other



occasion we met with rutual American friends,She is writing and talking 1n
meetings or on the air almost every day,.And it has to be admitted that her 3
backing of Roosevelt helped a good deal.
There are,of course,a good many of your German friends here ,but the
refugees are not mich better than these left at home,I mean not only those =
who =2re recoznigable by the modesty of the Jew and the charm of a Prussian,

The other day I met an ex-l,P. who is as a goeialist opposed tc the Nazl rule

hut told me that Germanic teritories ébnquered by the Nazis 1like Holland xm ' |

mist remain German,Now,what are you going to do with these lunatics? Drowning
| them in the North Sea would scarcely be a solution of the problem ,Keep them
in bondage for two generations and teach them human civilisation instead of %h

| their home rmade mwitmes Fullur is probably the only chance mankind has.I am
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afraid,however,Americans are still ﬁn;amfare of the impending difficultiss -~ -
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which vietoricus Anglo-Saxons will have to face.

I I shall have to finish this 1eti;e§ because as you say you re:ad fo)

: rﬁ;_vtfvhe '10f'tyq altl-tutig -

— R

-,'W':' = e -
~will never soar to

;P Austen and,I am sfraid my poor EnZl:

of her style,Flease give my wifes ang "y ovn best love to Loli and tell Kuerti -

how much we would like to re-visit ¥ him ¥inchester cathedral,.

As ever




