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JESUS OF NAZARETH

From a Jewish Point of View.
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Tur following are the words of Josephus written
about sixty years after the orucifixion, purged of later
Christian interpolations:

“There was wbout this time @ certain Jesm, & wise ma, =
performer of miraculous works, & teacher of men wha love 1o fol-
Josaphuas 0w new things [tiat s, in Jewlah language, S walt
Record. for the workd's regeneration”]. and he seduced
many Jews and Gentiles. He was ealled the Chrie [the Mes-
alah].  And when Pilate. at the information of the pelncipal wen
amorsi ws [that i, Uho high priests and the men of the Sanbe-
drin], had condunned bim o the eros, those who were entioed
by hiin could not coase to follow him. And so thatelbe of the

Ehristimus, wned thim afies bim, are ROl yet éxuliet 3 this day.”™
LiKKll did the .In-\l]l hiuhnin who -ﬁn the

Pontius Pilate, u very tiger in human shaye. Surely
the records of the trial demand a ey

“Dip tur Jrws weawor Cugist?” The very ques-
tion implies n miseonstraction of facts. Only Jews
could confer upan the Galilean leader the title of Messiah

or
s theiren
€Ot the sword? Nearly all the followers of
Jesus deserted his eause when their lives were imperiled
and heavenly interference failed to come.  Peter himself
his master in the eritical hour. What blame can
be i upon the rest of the Jows if they failsd to believe
3 hrist, whom but the few beheld in strange
visions and amid ecstatic states of mind?  The Jews still
wait and pray, as did Jesus while walking on earth, for
the kingdom of heaven to some and unite the children of
God,  And were Jesus, that zealous workes for the
lennium of peace, on earth to-day, he would in all 1
hood join his brethren in the flesh in prayer for the great
Universal Church of the future, rather than aceept the
Church that bears his nameas the best and highest fruit-
age of the divine spirit of man, as the final outcome of
the great contest of all religions and races, for truth and
justioe, loveand peace. Nay, more. Trueto the principle
of the Hasidim or * pious ones,” the Essenes, he would
“rather be among the persecuted than among the perse-
cutors, ameng the hated than among the haters, among
the seoffed at than among the scoffers.”
“Din Tk Jews meaEer Cumise?” Most assuredly
the weird and visionary figure of the dead and re-risen
‘hrist, the erucified Messiah lifted up tnthu clouds there
Pt o

that ficer
.Tcsm was to grow into a personality by far eclipsing all
the rulers on carth, and that this very mame of Christ
‘was to divide human history into two halves. o Jose-
phus, John the Baptist, the originator of
@ the Christian movemes
the much mare important man.  History
gave its verdict otherwise. ‘The young teacher of Naza-
th by far overshadowed his master. Jesus in life and
i death voieed the deepest longings of the human heart;
therefore he beeame one of humanity’s greatest.

The true history of Jesus is so wrapped np in myth, the.
story of s life tald in the gospels so replete with con-
tradictions, that it is rather difficult for the unbinsed
render to arrive at the true historical facts.  Still, as the
elouds in the sky rather reveal than hide the orb of day
rising in the Last, so do the legends that gather around
a popular hero disclase than obscurs the presence
of the great ...-:....mm., impressing the people with its

& beantiful tales about the things.
mmd ‘Jm lake of Galilee show that there
was a spiritual daybreak in that dark corner of Judea of
official Judaism had failed to take sufficient eog-
nizance, “The stons that the builders rejected has be-
eome the corner-stone ” of n new world.

Shrist Dividen.
History

It is nssumed by entire Christendom that the Jews in
rejecting Jesus Christ brought npon themselves everlast-
ing doom, the inexorable fate of exile, persecation, and
hatred.  Thi ow is based upon the fixion story in
the gospel reconds, whieh, while shielding the Roman,
maligns the Jews, and is incompatible with the simple
facks of the Jewish Law, the older Christian tradition,
with common sense, and the established character of

mythologieal prineiplaat the cisiits, T A1 T
ject. They would not, lek it cost what it may, surrender
the doctrine of Ill? ity and spirituality of God. Jesus
g man, the teacher and practiser
h;*.‘..':!'" of u.e tenderest love for God and man, the
** paragon of piety, humility, and self-sur.
render, whose very failings were born of overflowing
gooduess and sympathy with the aflicted, the Jows had
no cause to reject. He was one of the best und truest
sons of the Synagogue. Did he not say, “J have not
come to destroy the law, but to fulfil it” 7 What reason
had the Jews for hating and persecuting who had
nothing of the rigidity of the sshoolman, none of the
pride of the philosopher and recluse, nor even the im-
placable zeal of the ancient prophet to excite the popular
wrath; who came only ta weep with the sorrowing, to
lift. up the downtrodden, to save and to heal? He was
& man of the people; why should the people have raised
the cry, “Crucify him! " against him whose only object
in life was to bring home the message of God's love to
the humblest of his children? Nor, in fact, was he the
only one among the populir preachers of the time who
in unsparing language and seathing satire exposed and
castigated the abuses of the ruling priesthoad, the world-
Iy Sadducees, as well as the hypoerisy and false piety of
some of the Pharisean doctors of the Law. His whole
manner of teaching, the so-called Lord’s Prayer, the
Golden Rule, the code of ethics expounded for the eleat
ones in the Sermon on the Mount, no less than his
miraculous cures, show him to have been one of the Es-
senes, & popular saint.
But he was more than an ordinary teacher and healer
of men. He went to the very core of religion and laid
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bare the depths of the human soul. As a veritable
gt gpake PO, a5 true religions geniu, he dis
Jruths  claimed allegiance to any of the Pharisean

i, sohools and usked for no suthority but that

of the living voice within, while passing judgment o
the Taw, in order to raise life to & higher standard. He
was a bold religi sovinl reformer, eager to regen-
erate Judafsm. True, a large mumber of sayings were
attributed to the dead master by his disciples which had
been current in the sehools. Still, the charm of tri
originality is felt in these utterances of when the
great ealities of life, when the idea of Sabbuth, the
ciple of purity, the value of & human soul, of wom-
an, even of the abject sinner, are touched upon.  None
can read these parables and verdiots of the Nuzarene, and
not be thrilled with the joy of a truth unspelled before.
There is wonderful musie in the vaice which stays an
angry crowd, saying, * Let him that is without sin east
the first stone!” that speaks the words, “Be like ch
dren, and you are not far from the kingdom of Gud
“Dap e Jews georer Curisr? " Jesus antic

a reign of perfect love, but centuries of hatred came.
Could the Jews, vietims of Christian intolerance, look
with calmness and tdmiration upon Jesus, in whose

ingly recognized that the founder of the Christian
Church, as well as that of Tslunism, was sent by

Providence to prepare the pagan world for the Messianic
kingdom of truth and righteousness.
The Jew of to-day beholds in Jesis one of the high-

" “beauty. - While he lncks the element of stern justice ex-
‘prossed 5o forcibly in the Law and in the 01 Testa,
characters, the firmness of self-nssertion s nec
the full development of manhood, all those soc
ties which build up the home and society, industry and
worldly progress, he is the unique exponent of the pri
ciple of redeeming love.  His name as helper of the poor,
as sympathizing friend of the fallen, as brother of every
fellow-sufferer, s lover of man and redeemer of woman,
has become the inspiration, the symbol, and the watch-
word for the world's greatest achievements in the field
of benevolence,  While continuing the work of the S|
gogue, the Christian Church with the larger means ut her
disposal ereated those institutions of oharity and redeem-
ing love that accomplished wondrous things. The very
sign of the cross has lent @ new meaning,  holier pathos
to suffering, siekness, and sin, 50 as to offer new practi-
eal solutions for the great problems of evil which fill the
human heart with new joys of self-sacrificing love.

All this modern Judaism gladly acknowledges, re-
elaiming Jesus as one of its greatest sons.  Still, it de-

1 g0 e 3 that oue siugle man, or one churel,
Mopde the Xex however broad, holds the key to many-
SE sided truth. Liko the sun’s fight eflcted

@ when all life's
deepest mystories will have boen spelled, and to the
ideals of sage and suint that of the seeker of all that is
good, beautiful and true will have been joined; when
Jew and Gentile, Synagogue and Churoh, will merge into
the Churcli Universal, into the great city of humanity
whose name is “God in there.”
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