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Dear Prefesser Lukacs:

Would yeu be interested in writing a thesis, 10,000 werds in length, oen this sub-
theme: The Civilization ef the Future: Tdeals and Pessibility? It weuld be ene

ef three articles, the other twe being counter-theses to yeurs enm the same sub-theme
and ef the same length, The otker twe coentributers weuld use your article as a
springbeard in the sense that they ceuld eppese er supplement yeur basic thesis in
whatever way they thought best., All three articles weuld be published im velume XI,
Ne, 4, Jume, 1973.

Enclesed is a copy of the theme, sub-themes and questions related te them. The
questiens under each sub-theme are merely suggestive guides fer the sert eof matters
we would like you te discuss. Yeou can choese these that seem to you mest interesting,
medify them in whatever ways you thinmk best, and add mew questiems which yeu think
ought te be dealt with., TYour sub-theme is marked in red ink.

We ask centributers te write as simply, clearly and umtechaically as pessible, but
this sheuld nmet be taken te mean that techmical language is net te be used, It
should be used where required te make essential meanings clsar. Illustratiems er
examples are alse te be used--even in abundance--if they help te clarify difficult
parts.

After publicatien im the Philesephy Ferum, your article, alemg with all ef the
ether thesis-ceunter-thesis articles whichk appeared in velumes XI, will be published
as a velume in the series, Curremt Tepics in Centemperary Theught, edited by

Dr. Laszle and myself. The series is published by Cordea and Breach, Science
Publishers, Inc.

The Philesephy Ferum has a special relatienship with a number of Institutes which
use the thesis and counter-thesis articles as texts. The Directers eof these
Institutes eften invite eur cemtributers te their Imstitutes te spsak upen, amplify
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and clarify their articles. There is no obligation on your part to do this; and
your article will be published as agreed whether you want or do not want to
participate in these Institutes. One thing I can say as a quondam participant
is that the experience at these Institutes is interesting and worthwhile,

If you agree to accept our invitation, we shall send you immediately all
necessary information.

We would appreciate an immediate reply.

Very sincerely yours,
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Volume XTI
MODERN CIVIIIZATION: ACHIEVEMENT OR BLUNDER

Ci zation Huyman Survivaly

Is there a law of degradation for mankind? Is it possible for a technologlical
civilization to overcome or modify it? Can & technological society indefimitely
expard or grow? What are the basic obstacles today in the way of maintaining a
self-gustaining societal homecstasis? What ere the probabilities that these ob-
stecles can be overcome? Whal are the hierarchical amnd practical relations be-
twsen the rights of inﬁj.yiduals, nations and the human collectivity? Do these
relgtione change? Upder what conditions?

Modern Civilizetien and Scientific Knowledge.

Sciemtific MIodge and cther modes of knowledge: Are there scceptable, uni-
versael eriteria for establishing their validity, truth and value? Are there im-
mutable truths of any gignlficance to modern civilizstion?

Will men sverywhere recognize them as valid, true and valuable?
What ere the great knowlsdge achievemente of modern civilization? What are
its errors, prejudices or illusions? FHow have the former and the latter wan-
ifested themselves in the plaenctary life of man?
If there are other medes of knmowledge, what are they? - What contributions csn
they make in reducing hwman error, prejudice and illusion? in emriching uan's
vision of himself and the cosmos?

Civili vidual Fulfs ;

Hes modern civilization increased the possibvilities of self-actualization for
the individual? In what weys? How do individuals attest to this? What price

have individuals paid in availing themselves of such possibilities?
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Are thers alternative modes than those of a mcdern, tecinclogical civilization.
to individual self-actunlization? Can these be incorporated into s technolegi-
cel socliety?

What modern modes of self.sctualization—which are the products of modern civili-
zation--will probebly ccntinue to be of permsnent value to mankind?

The Ci tion of the Future: Ideals and Posgibility,

Is there an ideal kind of civilisation?

Can civiligations, preseat and past, be cross-culturally campared in terms of
achiovement® and failures? Would the results of such eross-cultural comparison
be acceptable to most men? Whset would be the criteria or parameters used to
justﬂ;f:;mﬂta? Can medern civilization be more or les® preserved as 1s? Does
it require reformation? Must it be scrapped and replaced?

If something must be done, who are the ones who have the will, courage amd know-
ledge to muintain the present or produce a new civj.limtio?:a ,\?ﬁmm, artists,
scientists, philosophers, the common man, & given sccial class or combination

of social classes? Will therc be a civilizetion of the future?
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