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New York, June 10, 1901.

Dear Sir:--

We have ordered cur forwarding department
to send you a copy of the first volume of THE
JEWISH ENCYCLOPEDIA, which volume we have
recently published. In asking your acceptance
of this book we shall feel grateful for any
expression of opinion that you may care to make
in regard to the same or to the entire under-
taking.

That you may appreciate the vastness of the
enterprise which we have now under way, permit
us to say that THE JEWISH ENCYCLOPEDIA, when
complete, will comprise twelve volumes of the
same size as the volume sent you herewith.
These volumes will be embellished with more
than 2,000 illustrations, many of which will be
printed in colors and be facsimiles of the
originals now found only in private collections,
various museums, and libraries of the world.

Before you peruse the pages of Volume I of
this work, we wish to emphasize the fact that
our editors have endeavored to produce a reli-
able record of the history of the Jews from
the time of Abraham to the present day. You
will readily understand that in the production
of such a work absolute accuracy in all details
is not possible; but the standard which has
guided our editors has been high, and great



efforts have been made to maintain it. Nevertheless we realize that
the best human effort is not infallible; and we shall feel grateful
if you will bear this in mind in whatever criticism you may feel
disposed to make of the volume we forward you.

Are we wrong in accepting the judgment of Dr. Jacob Voorsanger,
Professor of Semitic Languages in the University of California, in
declaring the publication of THE JEWISH ENCYCLOPEDIA "the most
remarkable work published to the world since the close of the
Talmud, " and one that will mark a new epoch in the history of Judaism?
In view of this, and of the vastness of the enterprise and of, we
hope, the meritorious character of the volume, will you favor us by
an expression of opinicn in a few words? If you contribute to the
press we shall be glad if you will take occasion to write a review
of this volume, and forward us copies of the pericdical in which

this review appears.

It may not be inappropriate to mention here the fact that more
than $100,000 were spent in the production of the first volume; and
it is estimated that the total outlay fur t.he production of the twelve
volumes of this Encyclopedia, in a manner that shall in every way
equal the standard of excellence set by the first volume, will
aggregate not less than three-quarters of a million dollars.

Any opinion that you may care to express, or any attention that
you may draw to facts, modification of which will improve the
standard of the Encyclopedia, is cordially invited, and will be
submitted by us to our Editorial Board, to be carefully comsidered
before we go to press with a second edition.

Hoping to be favored with a few words from you which we may be
allowed to make use of in our announcements, we are, ‘

Yours most respectfully,
FUNK & WAGNALLS COMPANY.



